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men, I admire firemen. Everyday
they try to combat things that hurt peo-
ple.

CWM What led you, after such a
long time in investigative reporting, to
leave and start Karl Productions?

PK I was burned out - it was just
one day after working all those hours,
and I went through a divorce... My part-
ner, Dave, worked at Channel 5 and I
had started doing some independent
production stuff and he produced a cou-
ple of things for me and that’s how I
really got to know Dave. And people
came into this new world of mine, and
Dave had a great idea and I had this
other idea and we just hit it off. I could
not be in business with anybody else
but Dave Beedy. What’s scary is when he
starts acting like me and I start acting
like him. And I don’t know what the
chemistry is between us, but I know in
my heart and my mind that I could not
have lasted as long as doing what we do
without Dave. He’s probably one of the
finest producers in television that I've
known in over thirty years in this busi-
ness. Heck, he’s probably one of the top
five producers in the entire world, in my
mind. He’s that good. And we’ve been
through a lot together. He puts up with
me and I don’t have a lot to put up with
him. He’s a good man.

CWM And to your credit, Karl
Productions has received many awards
too — you have awards following you no
matter what you’ve done.

PK That’s because I have been the
most fortunate person in the world to be
surrounded by people who make me
look good. I was inducted into this tele-
vision Silver Circle earlier this year.
Whether it was at Channel 7 or Channel
5 or at Karl Productions, I've been fortu-
nate that the people around me make
me look so good. And I've worked hard
with them and they have always helped
me, be me. That’s one one of the things
that I always tell students or anybody
else, that if you're going into something
surround yourself with good people, not
idiots. And I have, and we all look good
then. I don’t claim any award on that
wall by myself.

I've won 11 Emmys, a Peabody,
DuPont Columbias, Best Reporter of the
Year from different national organiza-
tions, the Robert F. Kennedy award...I
don’t say that precociously; I say that all
those awards aren’t mine, they’re every-
body’s, because everybody worked hard
to achieve all those things. I'm fortunate
enough that I'm the front man for a lot
of this stuff, but it’s just not my work,
it’s everybody’s work. Every time I’ve
collected an Emmy, I've never said, ‘this
is my work’ because it’s not. People who
don’t understand that it takes the team
to make stuff happen, are fools. I've just
been very lucky.

CWM When you started Karl
Productions, what was your goal? What
kind of work did you really want to
start doing?

PK Well, we’re news guys, always
have been. Interestingly enough, when
we first started, one of the first big
clients we had was True Value hard-
ware stores. And that started out with
kind of a news angle with “Around the
Home” - it was Dave’s concept. We had
this kind of Bob Villa type guy for a
minute and half segment to fix things
around the house. We took it to True
Value and in a short amount of time we
were doing all their commercials. It’s
amazing how stuff evolved, and we
went off in all different directions. But,
we’re news guys, so with our abilities to
make deadlines and take a whole bunch
of facts and be able to condense them
and make people understand them has
helped us. We have 90 clients — Sears,
Campbell Soups, Abbott Labs — clients
that run the gamut from Levy restau-
rants to hospitals. And now, for some
kind of reason we’ve fallen in this genre

of public safety; we’re pretty good at it
and we understand it.

CWM How did Crime Watch come
about?

PK Mayor Daley called me into his
office one day and said, “I want you to
develop a show on crime and I want you
to tell people about crime in the City of
Chicago.” I walked out of there and
thought, ‘this guy is crazy’.

CWM So the show was the Mayor’s
idea?

PK Yes. And then he said, “I want
you to come back and tell me what con-
cepts you have — but I want you to keep
in mind that I want you tell about crime
and talk about when the Chicago police
department solves a crime.” This was
when community policing had just
started and it was an incredible way — it
was ingenious really, to use that media,
television, to educate the citizens of
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Chicago about C.A.PS., the community
policing strategy that they were imple-
menting at the time. And all the studies
that were done at Northwestern, amaz-
ingly showed that the citizens at the
time learned about C.A.P.S. and commu-
nity policing by watching Crime Watch
—91%. Truly amazing! It was the
Mayor’s idea and I shake my head some-
times, the insight and the forethought
that he had. That’s how it developed.
Now we’ve done 294 shows and it’s been
on NBC5, the Municipal Channel and on
PAX. It’s amazing how many people
watch Crime Watch.

CWM Anybody can take away from
Crime Watch too, not just Chicagoans,
right?

PK That’s right. NBC has
approached us to do a national Crime
Watch. We did do it in D.C. for a while
too. But, Chicago is the only city in the
history of earth that has a police show
like this that gives people hope that if
they work together they can improve
their standards in life. The number one
message is that the police department
can’t do it alone. The community knows
where the bad guys are hiding, and the
police find it out through the communi-
ty. It used to be a, ‘them vs. us mentali-
ty’, but it shouldn’t be that way. And
when those barriers come down, good
work is being done.

CWM Are we doing the best we can
with regards to fighting crime and mak-
ing our homes and lives more secure?

Dave and Peter share a few laughs together.

PK I happen to live in a high rise in
Chicago and I don’t have drug dealers in
front of my house. When people get
tired of the drug dealers or what it does
to a neighborhood, they call the police
and the police try to set up operations to
close things down. When you stop and
think about it, Chicago has 2,500-3,500
cameras all around the city trying to
spot criminals doing criminal activities.
I mean, that’s part of what the new
strategy is, you learn how to deploy
forces and stuff. Everybody’s looking for
the answer to that question, I'm no
guru.

All T know is that the streets of
Chicago have got so many damn drugs
it’s amazing. If you go to where the
gang and narcotic precincts are, you’ll
see policeman after policeman after
policeman coming to work 24 hours a
day fighting gangs and drugs on the
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streets. They take tens of thousands of
guns off the street every year — not
every decade, every year. And they keep
coming back into the city and they keep
taking them away. We have urban ter-
rorists in the City all the time — drug
dealers and gang bangers. They drive
up and down the street and they think
nothing of shooting somebody and if
they hit a little kid, so what, they got
their revenge. And the police are trying
to stop that. If you got rid of gangs,
you’d get rid of drugs - but you’re never
going to get rid of the drugs, it’s in the
culture and that’s what breeds crime.
People steal to feed the drug habit and
they commit robberies or kill somebody
or fight for turf.

It’s the sociological thing, people
need jobs. They need things to keep
them busy, they need training. That’s
why prison return is so high they come
back on the street, back into the gutter a
short time and commit a crime. It’s not
a single answer. You see it all the time
people need to work, to have a purpose
in their life, they need to set goals and if
they don’t know that, they can’t do it.

CWM In doing all these shows does
any one community stand out as doing
the best job?

PK All the communities are doing
well. What happens is, things that hap-
pen in the first district are totally differ-
ent than things that happen in the eigh-
teenth district. So that’s what communi-
ty policing does, it takes these condi-

tions that breed crime that affect that
area and it analyzes them and puts a
plan of action in to work to try and
combat whatever that situation is.
What’s interesting about the communi-
ty policing model is that you can plug
all these things in and you can come up
with strategies and try to work out a
plan. That’s why some police districts
may have more bike officers or why
some districts may have more beat offi-
cers walking the street. That’s the won-
der of community policing is that they
can move in those directions.

CWM Let’s talk about how your
“Cold Case” segments came about on
Channel 5.

PK They called me and asked me if
I was interested, I said, ‘yes’. I think
because the Crime Watch show is suc-
cessful and that I used to work at 5 as an
investigative reporter...ya know, one
time I used to have a reputation for
being an investigative reporter in
town...and Channel 5 is basically doing
what the Mayor did. The Mayor called
me because of the reputation I had in
working with the Police Department
and Channel 5 is doing the same thing
he did, only 15 years later. It’s a great
concept and the police welcome anyone
who is doing these kinds of stories
because when a case goes cold, and
there have been hundreds of them, they
are always looking for help to solve the
case, to be able to flush somebody out or
have people step forward if they know
something.

CWM Are there any percentages on
how these public calls for help have
solved cases gone cold?

PK Oh, I don’t know if there are
any percentages, but when people are
tweaked, hopefully they’ll remember
something they can give to the police.
We’ve just started, and so far they’ve
been successful; the ratings have gone
up and the police got a number of tips,
so that’s all good, but whether it leads to
solving a crime, we hope that it does.

CWM How do you choose what Cold
Case you’re going to report on?

PK They lay some out and you're
always looking for a good yarn — a good
story that would be able to hold the
interest of people. When you catch peo-
ple’s imagination and it makes them
think, that’s a good story.

CWM So when you say, ‘they lay
some out’, are you saying you physically
go to the police station and look at files?

PK We talk to different detectives
and see if they have any cases that are
good stories. Not that murder is a good
story but you look for something that
has appeal. Like one that we did about
road rage, where this young man killed
this elderly gentleman over a traffic vio-
lation. Can that happen to any one of
us? Probably. And another one was that
an innocent man who was hungry for
love and had money in the bank ended
up with four bullet holes in his head.
They’re real life stories.

One thing I've always found as a
reporter is that the truth is always
greater than fiction. The truth is unbe-
lievable. When you have good stories,
they basically write themselves and like
in the biblical sense, ‘the truth will set
you free’; it does. I mean the whole fact
of the matter is that when you tell the
truth in anything you do, you don’t have
to think back and say to yourself, ‘what
did I say — I have to make sure my story
isright’. The truth is what it is. Real life
things are so much more intriguing - I
love to read fiction, but books like, In
Cold Blood, is the truth of what really
happened.

CWM During your investigative
reporting days, did you ever receive
threats on your life?

PK A couple of times...

CWM How do you deal with that?

PK A couple of times I had police
protection for a while. When I lived in

I've heard it said when it comes to marriage and business — pick your partner carefully. They also say opposites attract.
Both principles apply to our partnership. | tend to be conservative and cautious; Peter is impulsive and action-oriented. | like
to move slowly; Peter exceeds the speed limit — always. But over the past 15 years, we've learned from each other. Each of

us has grown, taking on the other’s qualities at times. I've enjoyed the thrill of the ride, but I still wear a seat belt.

- Dave Beedy



